How have things been going generally over the last few months and what has been most on your hearts and minds?

 

Well the one thing that has weighed most heavily on our hearts for the past few months is the situation with Nare.  To put it succinctly, things have become worse, and it’s destroying the church at Tatagufa.  Nare has been very careless in his actions and speaking, but it’s worse than that, in that I think he’s deliberately trying to take the church down.  The situation became so unbearable that even Jenama, his wife, and his daughters were despairing of him and for the future of the church.  It’s welcome progress that some of the men, Jeff and Mano in particular, now agree that the situation is untenable and have offered their assistance in doing something about it.  Nare has continually denied any wrong doing – now others are willing to challenge his denials and force him to take stock.
     Nare’s response to our challenges was to withdraw from the church.  He admitted his wrongdoing, but was unwilling to deal with it, preferring to run away from it instead.  He said all his family would withdraw with him.  I can hardly begin to tell you how sick in the stomach we all felt at this.  Of course I urged him to see that running away from his sin would not only do further harm to himself, but could possibly be the undoing of his family as well.  But he wouldn’t back down.
     Needless to say we prayed and prayed that the Lord would put it into the hearts of his family to resist Nare, as we were convinced that his actions could only result in loss of honour for the Lord.  It was with thankful hearts that all his family stood with the church and not with Nare.  
     This is pretty important for a couple of reasons.  Jenama and his two daughters have a wonderful opportunity for ministry to Nare – they may be able to do more for Nare than anyone else in the congregation.  Secondly, it’s important because culturally one stands with the clan no matter who is right or wrong – they didn’t do that.  We are hopeful that this may well be a major turning point for the church at Tatagufa, and for the gospel generally in the Kanite.
     In contrast to all these goings-on many have expressed how encouraged and challenged they have been by the regular Sunday preaching.  We’re convinced there has been progress in the lives of many in the church.
 

Thanks Glenn, can you also remind us of some of the things you do each week?
 

    Tuesday morning, I go to the village of Yafanagomo.  I meet with a young couple there, Jeve and his wife Josephine, together with Jeve’s parents and a number of other people from that village area.  This little evangelistic get-together is proving to be quite valuable.  Jeve and Josephine both have shown good interest in the gospel and have very clearly grasped the difference between grace and works.  Jeve has spoken of how the missions had robbed him of all hope because he just couldn’t do all that they required of him, but that he dared to hope again because of the gospel of God’s grace.  Josephine said she also feels encouraged to hope again.  I don’t think either are converted, but it’s certainly good to see their progress.  His father and mother are very missionised people and just can’t seem to get beyond doing mission things to get to heaven.  Others though are interested and are listening.
    On Wednesday mornings I meet with Leften and Ellien and a number of other people down at Leften’s place at Avili.  This is proving to be a very useful time for furthering people’s understanding of the core issues of the gospel.  Certainly Ellien has come a long way in her grasp of the gospel message and we think she is most likely converted.  Leften doesn’t give away much, but seems to be encouraged each week when he hears the teaching.  One or two others seem to be progressing also. 
    On Thursday or Friday mornings, depending on when people are available, I meet pastorally with individuals or with families within the congregation at Tatagufa.  
    Saturday is the main day for sermon preparation.  Preliminary preparation is done during the week of course, but Saturday is when it all comes together.
    And on Sundays we have church at Tatagufa.  Sometimes, depending on the circumstances, we have an early morning meeting, I suppose you could call it a church meeting, at Avili.  Then I go on down to Tatagufa for church there.  And Beth and Alice go along with me to one or the other.
    In between these things I try to do some translation of books of the Bible in preparation for preaching later on.  There are other bits and pieces but this is the core of what is done each week.
 

You’ve touched on one our two people already, tell us a little about some others.
 

Meron.   
     Just for the sake of encouragement I’ll tell you a little about Meron.  Meron you all know of course – she’s been around from almost the beginning.  A few weeks back she spoke openly about how thankful she is for her delivery from simply being a religious person.  She actually thanked us for sticking to the core truths of the gospel.  She freely admitted her sinfulness, but gushed as she spoke of Jesus’ work in covering her sins for acceptance with God.  While she didn’t say the exact words it was clear from her speaking that she loved Jesus.  Her words were all in praise of Jesus.  Now isn’t that exactly the goal of the gospel – not just to get Meron to heaven, but to fill her with admiration and love for the Lord Jesus?
  
Jeff.   
     I feel that the penny has really dropped for Jeff.  He said to me the other day that he is so thrilled at what Jesus has done for him, so rather than sitting around with his friends and letting them tell their stories about this or that, he should be getting in first and telling them about Jesus.  He said, “If Jesus is the most important thing in my life, then that ought to show in my speaking of him every opportunity I have.”
     I spoke to him one day about the great certainty that because we are God’s children we will share in all the heavenly blessing together with Jesus, but before then we would have to share in his sufferings.  Rather than discourage him or turn him away from some difficulties I was urging him to bear, he spoke of how encouraged he was to embrace the difficulties.
     Jeff, I feel, is really shaping up to be a future leader of the church at Tatagufa.  I ask you to pray for him constantly, for surely Satan will sift him and will try to bring him down, to disgrace him in some sin, to disqualify him from leadership for some reason or another.
 

I’ll let Beth tell you about Ellien as she talks a lot with Beth.
 

Ellien.   
     I get to see Ellien each week and over the past months I have noticed quite a difference in her understanding of the gospel.  Before, she used to say that what Glenn teaches and the other missions here teach is all the same, but lately she has been saying quite the opposite.  We are becoming more confident that she is now converted.  She has been able to articulate the gospel very clearly, and personally, and during the recent funerals here has taken the opportunity to quietly speak to people urging them not to trust their own works, but to trust Christ’s work.  She seems genuine – we always seem to have a little reservation, not being sure if we’re just being told what people think we want to hear – I don’t think this is the case with her.  You might pray for her, as she will have these ongoing opportunities to speak of Christ for another week or two as there are more funerals on the go.
 

Beth, what sort of things have been occupying your days?
 

     Quite a bit of my time this year has been in helping Alice through her HSC year.  Distance Ed has lots and lots of reading and writing, so I try and help her by finding items which might be useful for research for assessment tasks, etc., to help her be able to maintain the weekly return rate.  She is doing very well, especially being so isolated with only her parents for company!
     Some days are fairly demanding with lots of people coming throughout the day for medicine or to sell their garden produce.  Sometimes people have to wait a bit until I can be available to them, if I’m helping Alice with school work, or my hands are covered in bread dough, or something like that.  Sometimes Alice will switch to another subject if she needs help and I’m busy with people outside.
     I also teach literacy to 5 local children whose parents are quite involved with us here.  We do 3 morning classes each week of 1½ - 2 hrs.  They are learning some Bible verses as well, following something similar to the “Two Ways to Live” outline.  It’s fairly slow progress as three of the children are from a family where they don’t get help to practise through the week.  Sometimes the parents want their children to go off with them to do some work in the garden, in class time, which means that they are then behind the others in the class.  It’s hard to have continuity, but they have come quite a way this year nevertheless.
 

Thanks Beth … Can I speak to Alice?

 

     Pretty much my whole life feels like it’s H.S.C. at the moment  – I live H.S.C. in the day and dream H.S.C. by night!   It’s nice to get out to church at Tatagufa to get away from the house for a bit. I’ve nearly finished my course work now, and then it will just be trial exams and revision leading up the H.S.C. exams.  I’ll sit them at Ukarumpa High School with 8 other Australian students.  I’ve still got a bit of work to do on my major textiles project which needs to be finished during the holidays to give it time to arrive in Australia by the due date, but it’s coming along well.  I’m looking forward to having it all behind me.  
 

Glenn, just to finish off, can you tell us about any safety concerns at the moment?
 

    Nothing too much to report there, thankfully.  We’ve enjoyed a reasonable period of stability and as much goodwill as can be expected in the situation here locally.   There are still reports of criminal gangs operating on the roads out to town, but this hasn’t affected us too much as I don’t travel as much as I used to.  On the whole things have been pretty quiet.  
